


Each of us connects to the world in our own unique way.

Some of us gather to chat over tea or on a walk. Some of us sit in our hidden bowers and
write or draw out what is in our minds. Others of us create with Legos™ or clay or
Minecraft™ or digital paint or video or camera.

The discussion questions on the following pages can be used for book clubs; amongst friends,
family, and classmates; or all by yourself.

Fill these pages with the wild, wild, imaginings of your own creative brain. Maya and I are
so excited to see what you discover!

Dad’s home! Their dad, Antonio, is the key to understanding this
mythical mystery. But how will Hannah and Cameron ever make
him believe the impossible story they are caught up in?

And then a dragon starts circling the night skies of Hillsboro, a
glowing red jewel clutched in his claws…
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Question One:
When Antonio finally comes home, many of the special

words he uses for his family are in his native language of
ladin. Do you know any other languages? Do you and
your friends/family use any special words that are all

your own? What makes it fun?
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Question Two:
The Talwars host a neighborhood BBQ with food
from a variety of cultures. Does your family have
any special recipes they pass down? Do these recipes

have fun stories behind them? Or possibly these recipes
might have fun memories for you? What are they?
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Question Three:
Diana and Clark’s dad loves comics! What about do
you think might be the reason he loves them? Do you

have a favorite comic? What is amazing about it?
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Question Four:
Clark tells Hannah she’s “Stan Lee good” as an artist

and we know she practices ALL THE TIME. Is there
something  you are “Stan Lee good” at? What do you
do to practice to become even better? What do you

wish you were “Stan Lee good”?  How could you work
toward that?
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Question Five:
Antonio tells the story about the dragon flying through

the sky with the Rayeta Stone in its claws. This story very like
began as a story to explain unusual lights in the night sky or

the abrupt draining of a local lake.. Do you know any fun
“explanation” legends (local or otherwise)? Perhaps you might

try telling one of your own!
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Question Six:
Jackson Bottom is a really weird name for a

really beautiful place. Are there any weird place
names near you (even ones you’ve given places
yourself)? What are the stories behind them?
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Question Seven:
In chapter five, Antonio finally explains what

spinwatch is. Would you want to attend a
spinwatch? Why? Have you participated in something
similar to a spinwatch before? Perhaps storytelling
around a campfire or something similar? Why was
it a Magical experience? What would have made it

even more magical?
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Question Eight:
Hannah, Cameron, and Bridget lie to get Antonio

to come with them to face the dragon. Do you
think there is any other way they might have

gotten him to believe them? What would you have
done?
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Question Nine:
Bridget tells Antonio and the kids about the Hillsboro

Coffee Club, a house where the women and children used to
rest and socialize when the men would go into the saloons

in Sin City. What do you suppose they might have talked
about at the house? What organizations today let kids take

a break and hang out together? If you were to make up
your own, what would it be like?



© Tonya Macalino   www.tonyamacalino.com

Question Ten:
The director of the Rice Museum finds a hairband in

the bottom of Hannah’s bag. She knows it is not a
hairband, but a crown. Why does she know this?
How else might Copper Age people’s jewelry and

clothes be different than ours?
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