


Spina de Mùl vanished into the night, leaving only the ashes of
magical poppies; the Congress of Marmots disappeared from the
Between woods, leaving only the echo of their sad story. But
Hannah and Cameron understand now that the world is much more
magical—and dangerous—than they ever knew.

When a flock of turkey vultures blacks out the sun, Hannah and
Cam realize the ancient saga of their father’s people is beginning
anew!

Each of us connects to the world in our own unique way.

Some of us gather to chat over tea or on a walk. Some of us sit in our hidden bowers and
write or draw out what is in our minds. Others of us create with Legos™ or clay or
Minecraft™ or digital paint or video or camera.

The discussion questions on the following pages can be used for book clubs; amongst friends,
family, and classmates; or all by yourself.

Fill these pages with the wild, wild, imaginings of your own creative brain. Maya and I are
so excited to see what you discover!
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Question One:
In Chapter One, arborists cut down Big Ben, leaving the

Troyers all a little sad.  Did you ever have a favorite
landmark that was removed? Why was it taken down?
How did the world feel different to you with it gone?

Why?
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Question Two:
When she remembers the squirrels’ story, Hannah

keeps thinking: But I’m just a kid! Have you ever been
called on to take care of something important?

Were you scared? What did you do?
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Question Three:
Bridget and the kids start belting out old sea

shanties to take their minds off their worries and
make the walk shorter. Does your family have

favorite work songs? If not, what do they do to take
their minds off of things while they work?
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Question Four:
Imagine for a moment that your downtown has

wooden plank streets. Why is this better than dirt
roads? What is challenging about it? (What might it be
like when it floods with rain or gets covered with ice?

What might it be like to take care of it?)
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Question Five:
Bridget stops to take pictures of a train.

Have you ever ridden a train? What about
trains is better than cars? What is worse?
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Question Six:
Shirley Reiley made her toy store into Hannah
and Cameron’s favorite whimsical wonderland!
If you were going to create a toy store, what

would you do to make it magical?
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Question Seven:
The troyers walk out of the toy store into a “big ol’
Vulture party.” Nonetheless, they continue on their

excursion to The Artfull Garden. Should they
have? What would you have done?
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Question Eight:
Hannah and Cameron glimpse the tombstones of

some of Hillsboro’s famous Pioneers as they drive by
the Pioneer Cemetery. Have you ever been to your
city’s pioneer cemetery? What are some names of
people you might look for there–city founders

and other Celebrities?
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Question Nine:
Hannah’s mother gave her the story of Fern

Hobbs to strengthen her courage. Do you feel
braver after hearing Fern’s story? Is there

someone else’s story that makes you feel brave?
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Question Ten:
Hannah gets the King of the Fire Eagles to release
her brother by convincing him that the rules have
changed and that taking a boy from his family in
this time would make the king evil. Can you think
of ways that the rules have changed since the old

days? When would you prefer to live,? now? During
the time of the Steamships? During the Copper Age?
What do you like best about the rules in that time?
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