


Today is the first day of summer! But instead of trips to the pool and
hikes in the mountains, Hannah and Cameron Troyer find themselves
solemnly guarded by ranks of neighborhood cats and haunted by a
mad man from the woods.

Could there be something their Italian father forgot to tell them about
their ancient heritage?

Each of us connects to the world in our own unique way.

Some of us gather to chat over tea or on a walk. Some of us sit in our hidden bowers and
write or draw out what is in our minds. Others of us create with Legos™ or clay or
Minecraft™ or digital paint or video or camera.

The discussion questions on the following pages can be used for book clubs; amongst friends,
family, and classmates; or all by yourself.

Fill these pages with the wild, wild, imaginings of your own creative brain. Maya and I are
so excited to see what you discover!
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Question One:
Hannah is very lonely in the beginning of the
book. When you are lonely, what do you do

to feel better?
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Question Two:
Hannah and Cameron love feeling

connected to the old memories in the
schoolhouse. Is there an old building or place
that you find comforting? Where and why?
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Question Three:
Hannah built a bower in the blackberry brambles as
a place where she could be alone and think and do

her art. Do you have a special place all of your own?
If you do, what is it like? If you don’t, what would

your bower be like?
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Question Four:
When Hannah and Cameron can’t sleep in the storm,
they use the magic wand and the dream stone to help

clear away their fears. Do you have a special object
that helps chase away your fears? What do you do

when you can’t fall asleep?
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Question Five:
Do you know what country / countries

your family comes from? Do you know how
your family ended up living where they are

today?
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Question Six:
Do you know any stories or legends that

were special to your ancestors? How might
you find out more about these stories?
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Question Seven:
Why might Hannah think that her mother

is more scared about the scary guy in the
woods than Hannah herself is? Is this true?
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Question Eight:
Should the Troyers have followed Lion Kitty

out into the backyard when Spina de Mul
attacked? Why?
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Question Nine:
The Troyers joke that no one really wants

to be ordinary. Is this true? What makes you
extraordinary?
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Question Ten:
Would you want the magic to be real? Why

or why not?



Check  for release dates.

Collect all 10 Books!
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